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versal suffrage, of abolition of slavery, of aboli-
tion of capital punishment, degenerate into per-
sonalities, or would inspire enthusiasm. The vice
of our leading parties in this country (which may
be cited as a fair specimen of these societies of
opinion) is that they do not plant themselves on
the deep and necessary grounds to which they are
respectively entitled, but lash themselves to fury
in the carrying of some local and momentary
measure, nowise useful to the commonwealth. Of
the two great parties which at this hour almost
share the nation between them, I should say
that one has the best cause, and the other con-
tains the best men. The philosopher, the poet,
or the religious man, will of course wish to cast
his vote with the democrat, for free-trade, for
wide suffrage, for the abolition of legal cruelties
in the penal code, and for facilitating in every
manner the access of the young and the poor to
the sources of wealth and power. But he can
rarely accept the persons whom the so-called
popular party propose to him as representatives
of these liberalities. They have not at heart the
ends which give to the name of democracy what
hope and virtue are in it. The spirit of our Amer-
ican radicalism is destructive and aimless: it Is
not loving; it has no ulterior and divine ends,
but is destructive only out of hatred and selfish-
ness. On the other side, the conservative party,
composed of the most moderate, able, and oil-